Notes OD the Herpetolog^ical Collections in the 
Selangor Museum 
By N. Smki>i.f:\', m.a. 

(with two text-figures) 

In conjunction with a previous paper (Bull. Raffles Mus.. 5, 
1931, pp. 49-54) which dealt with the collections in the Raffles 
Museum, Singapore, these notes are intended to bring our know¬ 
ledge of the Peninsular fauna up to date. They arc based 
mainly on an examination of the collections in the Selangor 
Museum, but specimens forwarded through that institution and 
m some cases transfcri'ed to the Raffles Museum arc included; 
in this connection thanks are due to l^Ir. H. M. Pendlebury, 
Curator, Selangor Museum. A recent paper on the amphibians 
and reptiles of the Camci*on Highlands (Bull. Raffles Mus., 6, 
1931, pp. 105-123) sliould also be consulted. 
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were made by mcKlic.'il ofRcers and others who were frer^uently 
moved from place to place, carrying with them such specimens 
as they had obUiincd. There is no doubt that confusion in label¬ 
ling fj'equently resulted. 

In some cases a species thus doubtfully recorded has since 
been found, but even so the original record is not necessarily 
confirmed (c.g. Elaphe porphifracea recorded from Singapore 
but actually known only from a montane habitat). For practical 
purposes such as tho consideration of distribution it is obviously 
bettor to strike out oil doubtful records. 

The following species probably do not occur in the Penin¬ 
sula :— 

Hcmidactybis dcpres$U3 Gray. 

The British Museum specimen “said to be from Singa¬ 
pore’* was probably not actually collected there. 

Homidaciylus }€Sckc72auHii D. & B. 

Obtained by Cantor in Penang. Probably not a local 
specimen. 

Hemidaciytus flavivindis Rupp. 

Cantor! Penang. 

Faronus Jfat'csccHS (Gray). 

Boulonger*s record is basetl on a specimen of V, 
dumeriliL 

Lygo^omu albopuixctatum (Gray). 

Cantor: Penang. 

Typklops bothriorhy}tchus Gunlli. 

Cantor: Penang. 

Typhlops mutiiutus Werner. 

The types arc said to be from “Malacca’V are 
subject to tlie same doubt as Cantor's specimens. 

Cylindrophis lineatiis Blanf. 

The type was until recently in the RalTlea Museum 
collection. It was collected by Dr. Dennys and the locality 
given, Singapore, is therefore very doubtful; the specimen 
probably came originally from Borneo, where it has since 

L A term often employed hy eontincnUi] zoologists to denote the 
Malay Peninsula, 
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been found. This fr-ct is mentionecl by poulonifer. ^ 
hfan<i Smith retnin it in the Peninsular list; 1 consider 
til at it should he deleted. 

Oliuodon cntenUitus (Gthi*.). 

StoUezha: Pi'ovince Wellesley or Penang. 

Calaynaria smnatrana Edeling. 

The onlv known specimen from Singapove probably 
importetl from Sumatra, if correctly identified. 

II. NOTES ON THE COLLECTIONS 
Trionvx carUlagineus (Dodd.). 

A G B Purvis. Government Veterinary Sur- 

Pelochelys bibroni (Owen). 

Dr Smith states that he has not seen any specimens of this 
turtl?of definitelv marine provenance, and has si'‘ce enquired 
1 :<• T nnv i»vidGncc of a m&rinc hnbitftt in 

S/lpS" At the lime I could obtain none, but have since 
a castTn the Selangor Museum taken fronr a specimen caught at 
sea Lcording to Mr. E. Seimnnd of that Museum. 

It was taken off the .Icram coast on “rawai” (a line of 

at the capture. _ 

The beast is known to the Malays as '‘lab'-labi pen- 

” ‘‘Lahi-labi" is a generic name for all the sofl-slielled 
turtles; the Malay name may be translated ns "the short-nosed 
sofl-sholled turtle." 

Aeluro-scalabotcs felinus (Gthr.). ^ 

\ erravid female of this rare lizard was taken on \\ ray s 
Hill pS at So' on 26lh Mar.. 1932. by Mr J. E. Kempe. 
2 wal fouml lying in the base of a dead l*^!^’Sn^- 
tovent, 100 mm. tail 70 mm. The eggs were 22 mm. b> 12 t^. 

Brownish above, with lighter, greyish. 
obsciu-e ocelli, the anterior of whicli were tinged with pink, ^es 
^f^nLut lXckish lips and throat white; underside of body 
ViitiRli flushed with pink near fore and bind limbs, belly green- 

Tail, atav. brown wi.l, blacl...b.»i 
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trAUSversely elongate white ocelli also found on under side which 
is red. A biack^cdgecl pinkish area round anus. 

Tlie lizard appeared moribund when token and was tightly- 
coiled ; this is probably related to the fact that it was moulting 
preparatory to deposition of the eggs. 

This curious gecko is but rarely seen. A cockroach (deter¬ 
mined by Mr. H. M. Pendlebury as Rhicnoda rugo^ia Brunn.) was 
found attached to the underside of the lizard between the fore¬ 
limbs. When removed it was found that the gecko had seized it; 
this is in accordance with the known insectivorous habit of tlie 
lizard. 

Peropu.s larulensb (Glgr.). 

Mr. H. M. Pendlebury obtained a female specimen of this 
rare lizard on Bukit Kutu, Selnngor, 3,400', on 12th Mar., 1081. 

The synnphysial is not truncate and is larger than the median 
chin-shields. In a specimen from Gimong Kledang, Perak, in 
the Rallies 3hiseuni collection the sympliysial is not truncate but 
is slightly smaller than the median chin-shields. 

As Mr. Peudlebury’s specimen is of such recent date I am 
able lo supply details of the coloration. 

Head and back mottled brownish grey (fawn-pink in life. 
H.M.P.), tail lighter with irregular dark transverse bands. A 
dark line from snout to shoulder through eye. Underneath 
whitish, the dark colour of the doi'sal surface extending well on 
to the ventral surface laterally; throat and chin dark spotted. 
Underside of tail orange-reel, brown at tip. Snout to vent, 
34 nun.; tail, 34 mm. "Found in rotten stump of tree." 

Cosymbotus plutyiirus (Schneid.). 

Tlie specimens referred to as Afimetozoon craspedotiis from 
Koh Saniui, Gulf of Slam, by Robinson and Kloss (Jouim. F.M.S. 
Mus., V, 1915, p. 158) and by Smith (Bull. Raffles Mus., 8, 
p. 19) are not that species, but C. platyuriis. 

Calotes emma Gray. 

Two specimens from Pulau Rumbia. Straits of Malacca, are 
of exceptional size, as is frequently the case with island dwellers; 
the snout-vent lengths are 105 min. and 100 mm., the tail in 
each case being 285 mm. ^There is a specimen in the Raffles 
Museum, from Taiping, nearly approaching 100 mm. in length 
of head and body, but examination of a long series shows this to 
be exceptional on the mainland. 
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Xatrix conspiciUata (Othr.). 

Tr^pidonoM conmciUntoM Gunther. V Z. S.. 1872, p, 5W; Boulenger. 
Cat, Sn. I, IBM. p. 222; BoUen K oss, Journ. T, M. S. Mus., 
VI 1915. 1>. 41; Indo-Aualr. Arch. II. 1917, 

p. *83; Smith. Bult. Raffles Mu«*. 3, 1950, p. *13. 

The record of the pi'csence of this snake in the Peninsula 
was based on a single specimen obtained at Ginting Simpah. 
SeUiiigor-Pahang Boundary. 2,000'. on 2nd Nov., 1013. 



Fig. 1 ._ Natrix conspici/tafo {Gunther)- 

Lkt marillarj- of Ginting .Simpnh specimen. Greatly cnlarRcd. 

A dissection of the maxilla of this specimen (figiiro 1) 

shows that the posterior teeth -f 

Bouleiigor and later Kloss, tie Rooij and Smith place it ii that 

section of the genus in which the maxillary teeth are ^duaU> 

enlarged*. As I read Gunther’s original description A. consjn- 

ciitof® lias the posterior teetli abruptly cnlargwl .and Roujensei s 

kev followed by later authors, is inaccurate in this lOfPect. 1 

have also dissected specimens fium Kaiing, British Nm^h 

and Chikus Forest Reserve, Perak, 102S, (G. H. Swoi-der), both 

agreeing with the Ginting Simpah specimen. 

men is the second example of this species to be taken in the 

JIalav Peninsula. In the de.scription of the snake 

Simpah the temporal count should read 1-2 and not _H-1 

(K1o5S, 1915). 

The label bears a note on the colour in life =—“Under-surface 

and labial markings dccii pink (not yeHo''’) ,!i;p „qfn n doS 
N. conapici/lnfa may be mcluded in Smiths P;,fr>, 

after N. fliproeincla in Section II, sub-section A. The sub-caudal 
count for the sub-section will read -lO-yS. 

Natrix chrysarga (Schleg.). 

An e.xceptionally large specimen was taken lay Mr. H. M. 
Pendlebury in the Land Hills, Peral^ 4,300, on 14th Feb., 1932. 
Total Icm^h.TSo mm.; tail, 18.5 mm. Vcntrals, 159; sub-caudals, 

Jo" 

wb«re a possible generic or sub-iicnoric chaTacter u mvcKod. 


[14] 


Bull. RAPm» 


IIERPETOLOGJCAL COLLECTIONS IN THE SIXANCOR MUSEUM 


74. Four post-oculni‘s on loft side (usuftUy three), This speci¬ 
men, a gravid femaiu, is veiy dark Sn colour. A still larger 
specimen was taken by Messrs. H. M. Pendlebury and F. N. 
ChasGii at Klau, (o,000') Mt. Kinabalu, British North Borneo, in 
April, 1929. This was also a gravid female with a tolai length 
of 763 mm,; tail, 178 mm. Another example from the same 
locality was taken in the act of swallowing a frog, Rhacophorus 
Icucoiiiystnz. Boulcnger (Fauna Mnl. Pen., 1912) notes that it 
feeds on frog-spawn. 

Pseudoxenodon macrops (Blyth). 

Sm«U«y, RuK. Raffles Blus„ 6, p. 51. 

1 have examined U.c.s.) a specimen from Perak which was 
referred by Dr. Boulenger (m Wf.) to this species, and later 
detemined by Dr. Smith as Natrix chrysarua. It is in very 
poor concHtior. but is, in my opinion, an example of P. viacrop^. 
The scales at mid-body are in seventeen rows, and the general 
habit is much heavier than in Natrix. 

CttlamarJa albiventer (Gray). 

A specimen taken by Mr. H. M. Pendlebur>- in the Iiarut 
Hills, Peralc, 4,800', in February, 1932, confirms the presence of 
this i*are snake in the Peninsula. Total length, 205 mm.; tail, 18 
mm. Vcntrals, 154; sub-caudals, 21. 

Previously recorded only from Penang and Province 
Wellesley. 

Enhydris enhydria (Schneid.). 

A specimen was taken by l^Ir. II. T. Pagden at Parit Euntar, 
Perak. ‘‘In drain, lO-SO p.m., 81-10-31." Total length, 380 
mm.; tail, 85 mm. Ventrals, 163; aub-cauclals, 68 (first three 
undivided). Eoulenger's maximum sub-caudal count of 48 
(Fauna Mai. Pen., 1912, p. 160) is a misprint for 78. A Raffles 
Museum specimen from Bangkok has 79 sub-caudaR 

Boig«a drapiezii (Boie). 

I recently (Bull, RafRes JIus., 5, 1931, p. 48) recorded an 
exceptionally large example of this species from the Natuna Is¬ 
lands. The Soiangt»r Museum possesses a somewhat smaller 
specimen from I-iowor Perak, 1800 mm. in length, which is con¬ 
siderably larger than any previously noted with the exception 
of tho above. 


Mus, 7, VjZ2. 
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Passcritn fasciolata (Fischer). . , . 

Tragopi Fischer, Aich. f. Nat., 188o. p, P’-“e- ■!. 

238: sub-caiulals, 187. Anal entue. 



f'lg. ^^^PassenUi fascioMu (Fischor) 

(a) From the Malay Peninsula. X2. 

[b) From Borneo. X2. 

Islan^. Solanffor Museum a second sji^cimen 

labelS'wfHiUs SVe?S‘ taken in 1911. It is m poor 
condition and faded. 

...e Kam» Mu^m I ..c,.);» «h.h 

iSXs Srtd .ironely mcmbling P. in 
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A SUNFISH (MOL,\ LANCEOLATA) FROM MALAYSIAN WATERS 


« iircvious note (Cliasen & Smalley, Journ. Br. r.o>\ Asiat. 
toe V 1927, p. 3o-l, Dryophis prastnus). Of the other two 
one'is from Bukit Timah, Singapore (G.H.S., 15-3--3) and the 
other from the Botanic Gardens. Suigapore]. 

Tlie michal scales are slightly enlarged in the PeninsiUar 
specimens, but scarcely, if at all, in the Bornean example. (Fig. 

•2b). 




